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1I'Ts At Opposing Ends
Over Fee Hike Plan

Prachi.Verma@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: India’s top IITs are divided on
the issue of arise in fees being considered
by a council set up by the HRD ministry to
tide over paucity of funds, especially at a
time when at least one new institute is be-
ingadded every year.

While some Indian Institute of Technolo-
gy (ITTs) say that an increase in feesmakes
sense, as long as it is done moderately and
on a regular basis, others totally dismiss
the suggestion saying that the whole idea
of IITs encouraging higher education to
all sections of thesociety will belost.

The last fee revision for undergraduate
courses at theIITstook placein early 2013.
“It’s time we look at another round of
hike,” said a director of a top IIT. In 2013,
the fee was raised to 290,000 from 250,000.

Atpresent, alittle less than half theunder-
graduate students pay the entire fee as the
restof theUGstudentsareeitheronscholar-
ship or are exempted from paying full fee as
they belongtothereserved category, pointed
outsome IIT professors.

“Only 25% of the total students at any of
the IITs (including UG and PG students)
are paying their full fee. Most of them are
onscholarshipsor are exempted from pay-
ing full fee,” said SK Jain, director, IIT
Gandhinagar,addingthatanyextentof fee
hike will not impact the income of the in-
stitutes much. “One can always explore
other waysof generatingrevenues like en-
rolling foreign students who would be
charged a higher fee,” he explained.

“The annual budget of the top five TITs
together is way less than the Tsinghua
Universityin China,” said afaculty of the
oldest IIT in the country. Apart from
maintaining their quality standards, the
IT1Ts have to improve their rankings as
well,and thisdependstoalargeextenton
research-related journals.

IIT Bombay director Devang Khakhar,
said, “Therearemanystudentsat IITswho
come from economically weaker back-
grounds, and a fee raise will definitely im-

Raise the Fees for
Real Returns

It's timethe IITs
ET VIEW

pulled outthe

2011 Kakodkar
Committee Reportand implemented it.
The lIT undergraduate programme
costsz14 lakh. Students pay Z3.6 lakh.
The fees need to be raised, and not
gradually. Itisn’t just about addressing
paucity of funds. Fees account fora
fraction of the annual revenue. How-
ever,a morerealistic fee has several
benefits: itmakesthe IIT less depend-
ent on government funds; improves
the ability to provide freeships, full
and partial scholarships;and allows
subsidising postgraduate and research
programmes, which has beenunable
toattract the best minds.

pact them.” A student’s annual cost of
studying in an IIT works out to be more
than 22 lakh, which includes the annual
feeof ¥90,000.

IIT Roorkee director Pradipta Banerji
claims that most of the universities out-
sideIndiausuallyraisefeeby10to 15 % ev-
ery year. “This is a sensible way to raise
feeratherthan asuddenhike. Thiswill al-
so ensure that the quality of education is
maintained,” said Banerji.

Students’ fee contributes a little under
10% to the total revenue Kitty of any IIT.
“After graduating from IITs, all earn in
multiples of 100 or 150 of what they pay
for the undergraduate degree. It is only
sensible toraise fee,” said another direc-
tor of one of the top II'Ts on the condition
of anonymity.
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KOTA: Rajasthan topped
the list of states in cracking
entrance exam of the pres-
tigious Indian Institute of
Technology this year, with
nearly 20 per cent students
gaining admission to the 18
1ITs belonging to the state.
According to a recent re-
port of JEE Advance 2015 by
IIT Bombay, 19.7 per cent of
those students who secured
seats in the prestigious insti-

Deccan Herald ND 09/10/2015

Rajasthan tops list in admissions to IITs

1965 students secured IIT
seats out of a total 9974 seats

tute belong to Rajasthan.

1965 students from Ra-
jasthan secured IIT seats out
of atotal of 9974 seats.

Uttar Pradesh has secured
the second position with 1259
qualifying students, while
Andhra Pradesh which
topped the list last time, had
776 students.

770 students from Telan-
gana secured seats this year.

In another interesting

trend, 25 per cent of the seats,
this year, were secured by stu-
dents from rural areas who
have completed their upper
primary schooling in Hindi
medium as compared to 90
percent seats grabbed by stu-
dents from urban areas last
year.

Girls ranks
Girls, this year, secured 900
seats in IITs, a share of 9.03
per cent as compared to 8 per
cent of the seats secured in
2014.

The detailed report also
said the fathers of 888 quali-
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M 19.7 per cent of those stu-
dents who secured seats in
IIT-Mumbai belong to Ra-
jasthan

M 1965 students from Ra-
jasthan secured IIT seats out
of atotal of 9974 seats

W Uttar Pradesh has secured
the second position with
1259 qualifying students

fying students practiced agri-
culture whereas fathers of 232
students were doctors and of
466 students were engineers.

Millennium Post ND 09/10/2015

The fathers of 1548 qualify-
ing students were involved in
business while mothers of
6690 selected students were
housewives with a modest lev-
el of education.

The fathers of 479 students
were teachers while of 2989
qualifying students were gov-
ernment employees.

A considerable number of
students from low earning
families have earned seats in
IITs this time with over 1600
students coming from fami-
lies where the father’s annual
income is less than Rs one
lakh.
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Meanwhile, 1500 students
come from families where the
annual income of fathers is
over Rs 8 lakh.

As for the education back-
ground of parents, the study
said fathers of about 1100
qualifying students are only
metric pass (Class X) while fa-
thers of about 250 are illiter-
ate.

The mothers of nearly 900
students are illiterate.

The report also mentions
that every fifth of the qualify-
ing students had prepared for
the exam in Kota.

PTI
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[IM-L’s second interim director gets 6 month extension

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/lucknow/IIM-Ls-second-interim-director-gets-6-month-
extension/articleshow/49279838.cms

LUCKNOW: After completing his three-month term on October 8, Indian Institute of Management-Lucknow's interim
director Bharat Bhasker was given six-month extension by Union ministry of human resource development on Thursday.

Confirming the extension, secretary of IIM-L's board of governors Vishwa Ranjan told TOI that the institute has received
a written order from MHRD. "They have issued fresh directives giving six-month extension to Bhasker with effect from
October 8, or until further orders whichever is earliest."

MHRD had on July 8 assigned additional charge of the director IIM-L to the next senior faculty Bharat Bhasker, after
second senior most faculty Yogesh Agarwal declined taking charge for a period of three months. This came after senior-
most professor Rajiv Kumar Srivastava completed his six-month term of the IIM-L director on July 7 and refused to
continue on health grounds saying his professional work was suffering because of his official duties.

The post of the IIM-L director is lying vacant for the last 19 months since Devi Singh's extended second term ended in
September last year. His second term ended on March 9, 2014 after which he was given six months extension.

Applications for the post of director were invited till January 24, 2014. But, with model code of conduct in place, the
appointment was put on hold. The newly formed BJP government in May 2014 took the process ahead only for three
months and scrapped the earlier process in September 2014, at a time when the search-sum-selection panel has already
shortlisted the three names. MHRD had on September 9, 2014 issued orders directing the senior most faculty, Prof Rajiv
Kumar Srivastava to be appointed as interim director for a period of six months or till appointment of regular director or
until further order, whichever is earliest.

A fresh process was started in December and applications were invited again. In July, officials in Ministry of Human
Resource Development said the appointment of the IIM-L director is in the final stage with the file lying with the
Appointment Committee of Cabinet (ACC) headed by the prime minister.


http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/lucknow/IIM-Ls-second-interim-director-gets-6-month-extension/articleshow/49279838.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/lucknow/IIM-Ls-second-interim-director-gets-6-month-extension/articleshow/49279838.cms
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PM may address Cambridge senate during 3-day tour

Hindustan Times (Indore)

LONDON: Prime Minister Narendra Modi is likely to address the senate of the University of Cambridge during
his three- day visit to Britain in November even as a section of the British Indian community announced a ‘day
of protest’ on 12 November, the day he arrives here.

TRAVEL PLANS

® University of Cambridge
vice-chancellor, Leszek ..ﬂl
Borysiewicz, has invited Modi '
to address the senate

= Modi may visit the Warwick LALLRL
Manufacturing Group (MWG) TR
headed by Lord Kumar i L T e S
Bhattacharyya m P o e

m Besides meeting Prime
Minister David Cameron in 10
Downing Street, Modi is
expected to address British
MPs in the Westminster Hall
of Parliament

® He may also visit Buckingham
Palace, inaugurate BR
Ambedkar memorial in north
London and address business
meetings

= Three former Indian prime
ministers studied in the
University of Cambridge
SHUTTERSTOCK

SHUTTERSTOCK
TRAVEL PLANSThree former Indian prime ministers studied in the University of Cambridge University of
Cambridge vice-chancellor, Leszek Borysiewicz, has invited Modi to address the senate Modi may visit the
Warwick Manufacturing Group (MWG) headed by Lord Kumar Bhattacharyya Besides meeting Prime Minister
David Cameron in 10 Downing Street, Modi is expected to address British MPs in the Westminster Hall of
Parliament He may also visit Buckingham Palace, inaugurate BR Ambedkar memorial in north London and
address business meetings

University sources told HT on Wednesday that “nothing is confirmed yet”. It is understood that the vice-
chancellor, Leszek Borysiewicz, has invited Modi to address the senate, which is one of most influential bodies
in the ancient university.
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As officials finetune details of several events during the first bilateral visit by an Indian prime minister in nearly
a decade, there is also a possibility that Modi may visit the Warwick Manufacturing Group (MWG) headed by
Lord Kumar Bhattacharyya.

Both Cambridge and WMG ( part of the University of Warwick) have close links with India. Three former
prime ministers studied in Cambridge — Jawaharlal Nehru, Rajiv Gandhi and Manmohan Singh. WMG has
links with IIT Kharagpur as well as the Tata Group.

Besides meeting Prime Minister David Cameron in 10 Downing Street, Modi is expected to address British
MPs in the Westminster Hall of Parliament, visit Buckingham Palace, inaugurate B R Ambedkar memorial in
north London and address business meetings.

Some MPs are contributing to the over £ 1- million cost of organising the community event at the Wembley
Stadium on 13 November, which is billed as an ‘Olympic-style’ event.

Awaaz UK, a collective of several campaign groups, said Modi was “not welcome in London” and announced
the ‘day of protest’ on November 12. The protest is to begin at 10, Downing Street, and move to Parliament
Square.

Declaring that it was not affiliated to any political party or ideology, it says that “Awaaz is opposed to the
violence, intolerance and hate that Hindutva represents, just as Awaaz is opposed to religious hatred, intolerance
and violence in any form”.

Members of the network include Indian Workers Association, Indian Muslim federation (UK), Dalit Solidarity
Network, Southall Black Sisters, India Forum and Campaign Against Racism and Fascism.

Protests by other groups are also likely. Indian high commissioner Ranjan Mathai had called on the British
Indian community to present a “united front” while welcoming Modi.



